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Mary Help of Christians, Tampa

Greetings to all the faithful of the Diocese of St. Petersburg!
I was elected President of the Catholic Foundation of the Diocese of St. 
Petersburg at the start of 2023, replacing Mr. Christopher Schellman who 
faithfully and professionally guided the Foundation Board in the Spirit of 
our mission for almost 10 years. We are very grateful for Chris’ leadership 
and friendship, and continued commitment moving forward!
A few months ago, Bishop Parkes engaged the Foundation Board in a 
process of succinctly defining the Foundation’s focus and direction in 
relation to our mission. Because we have excelled at protection, growth, 
and governance of the long-term assets shared by legacy donors as well 
as overseeing the investment management of the funds, we determined 
that we would expand and offer those same services to all donors of the 
Diocese. In this way, we can ensure every donor’s interests are carried out 
through the careful review of beneficiary grant use for both legacy and 
shorter-term funds entrusted to us.
Please know, every trustee has committed to prayerfully accomplish this 
vital task, and is honored to serve the people of God in our Diocese.
With the intercession of our Blessed Mother and St. Jude in Christ,

James Desmond, President, Board of Trustees 
Catholic Foundation of the Diocese of St. Petersburg
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